
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Toy to be Nominated as Next IATC President 
Stephen T. Toy, an immunologist, virologist, and biochemist, has been a member of 

the Torch Club of Delaware since 1975. He has served as that club's President from 1981-
1982, 1991-1993, and 1998-2000.  His Torch papers have ranged in topics from "The 13th 
Amendment as an “Argument against the Military Draft", to papers on “Avian Influenza”, 
“West Nile Virus” and the history of the “Molly Maguires.”  Stephen was the co-chairman 
of the IATC Annual Convention held in Wilmington, Delaware in 1997. The Torch Club of 
Delaware nominated him for the IATC Silver award in 2000.  

Stephen has served on the IATC Board as Member-at-Large (Conventions) from 
2002 until 2007, when he was voted President-Elect. His term as President will run from 
2008 until 2010. Stephen has been the Chairman of the Paxton Award Committee for the 
years 2007 and 2008, and has served for several years as an Editorial Advisor for The Torch magazine. He has 
attended 18 IATC Conventions and he was given the IATC's Gold Torch Award in 2005.    

The Nominations Committee has also nominated Edward B. Latimer for President-Elect. Both the 
President and President –Elect will be voted on at the Lancaster Convention.  Region 4 elected Warren M 
Montgomery as Director.  Regions 5, 6, and 7, respectively, re-elected Linda Porter, George Heron, and Richard 
Allen as Directors. 

 
New High Country Torch Club Chartered 

            Not often does one get the chance to be a “founder” of a new organization. However, 
this was indeed the case on May 12th when the President of International Torch Clubs awarded 
the charter that officially recognizes the newly formed High Country Torch Club in Boone, 
North Carolina.  
            In addition, there was the added pleasure of hearing a lively presentation about the 
bagpipe as an important symbol for the people of 
Scotland. James Gee, a local piper, then 
demonstrated the explosive power of the bagpipe 
to inspire citizens and motivate soldiers to fight 
in armies.  James was a striking figure in his 
piper uniform with the colorful kilt, and the 
accoutrements which included the dirk and short 
knife. Few present were aware that the bagpipe, 
the kilt and the Claymore sword were outlawed 

for some time by British overlords. They now are worn to signify 
the proud history of Scotland and their determination to survive and be free. A special source of pride is the 
number of nations that now have bagpipe units in their armed forces.  
            An unusual aggregate of organizational experience collaborated to make the new Torch Club possible. 
Shown from left to right are: President of IATC, Anne Sterling; Club Vice President, Dr. Bettie Bond; Club 
Treasurer/Secretary, Dr. John Bond; IATC Chairman of Membership and club organizer, Prof. Allan Powell; 
and Club President, Dr. James Buchanan. In forefront is the signed charter. The photo on the left is James Gee 
with his bagpipe.  We all welcome the High Country Torch Club in time for the Lancaster Convention 
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Dues Increase and Proposed Budget 

A random survey of the clubs indicates that the membership supports a dues increase of $10/yr.  Based on that 
assumption, the IATC Board of Directors will propose a 2008 - 2009 budget at the Lancaster Convention 
incorporating a $10 dues increase.  A detailed analysis of the final new budget figures, and other convention 
issues, will be in the next Torchlight as well as a summary of 2007 – 2008 accounts. The projected expenditure 
for 2007-2008 is $106,948 with a deficit of $2,708.  That was a little bit better than the Officers and Directors 
expected.  The proposed budget for 2008-2009 is $118,295 with a surplus of $5,205.  A declining membership 
and inflation will level expenses and income in future years.   

IATC Membership  
Your Officers and Directors had several telephone conferences since the October, 2007 Board of Directors 
meeting in Norfolk.  At each of those meetings the Board focused on membership decline and local club 
support.  In the period from June, 2007 to April, 2008, IATC membership shrank from 2,444 to 2,390.  With the 
exception of Region 5 and 7, all the regions had a decrease in membership.  On the bright side, the local clubs 
recruited 181 new Torch members.  Membership retention and growth will be the Board’s focus in Lancaster.   
 

2008 Lancaster – Good Discussion In the Tradition of Torch 
The host club reports that over 150 conferees have registered from at least 34 local Torch Clubs.  The leading 
clubs are Lancaster, Lehigh Valley, Frederick and Delaware.  There is still time to register. Find convention 
information at www.Torch.org.  Here is a glimpse of what our outstanding speakers have to say: 

Don’t Tell Me What to Do: The Scots-Irish and the Shaping of America 
Peter S. Seibert - President, Heritage Center of Lancaster County 
“The Scots-Irish have been described in many ways...the legacy of America, a non-
existent people, a cultural conundrum, an identity-less community.  The roots of 
American individualism can be traced to a tale of whiskey, land and rebellion.”   
Thaddeus Stevens and Civil Rights: America’s Forgotten Giant 

Bradley R. Hoch M.D. - Gettysburg pediatrician and author of Thaddeus     
  Stevens in Gettysburg: The Making of an Abolitionist 
“From 1865 to 1870, Lancastrian Thaddeus Stevens and those in Congress who legislated 
with him brought about The Thirteenth Amendment which abolished slavery in the U.S. 
forever. The Fourteenth granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the U.S. 
and guaranteed due process. The Fifteenth extended the vote to African Americans. In 

1860 this revolution was unimaginable.  
 Polling and the Presidential Election: Cliffhanger or Blowout? 
G. Terry Madonna, Ph.D. – Director of the Center for Politics and Public 
Affairs, Franklin and Marshall College, and national political analyst 
“Here we go again, another presidential election. Who will win the battle to control the White 
House and Congress? As the Democratic and Republican nominees enter the very 
polarized arena filled with disenchanted American voters, the gloves are off.  
Immigration: Is the Melting Pot Boiling Over? 

Paul E. Irion - Retired Professor, author of That Far Land We Dream About 
“How are we shaping our own stance on immigration in a day of multi-culturalism, bi-
lingualism in schools and polling places, barrier-borders, low-cost produce, Our major 
challenge is this: How do we profit from the lessons of dealing with past immigration, both the 
positive and the negative? “ 

IATC - Phone: 888 622 4101; Email: IATC@infionline.net ; Internet, www.Torch.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 


